
 



 
 
 
 
 
Hello everyone 
 
I hope you have stayed safe and healthy in our ‘long lent’ that this lockdown has 
provided us. 
 
We are now into our second Sunday Worship Survival Kit booklet. It was my hope 
that by this time we would have been able to begin gathering together again, but 
sadly this has not yet come to pass. 
 
This next set of Sundays takes us from Jesus ‘great commission’ to His disciples, 
into the text of Romans. It is an exploration of our identity, message and mission 
as Christians and part of God’s Church. 
 
I pray that God will continue to bring us together in spirit, and that He will speak 
into each of our lives as we begin to find our way back into the world.  
 
Until we can once again meet in our church buildings, we worship together in the 
knowledge that we are one body, with Christ as our head. 
 
Every blessing 
 
 
 
Rev. Adam Pitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Sun 7th june 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Holy God, 
 
faithful and unchanging: enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, 
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Come thou font of every blessing [Adam & guitar] 
 
Readings: 
 
Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-end, Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13.11-end, Matthew 28.16-20 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
 
Great commission. 
 

What should we do now? What is the point of all this? Why does God have a church? If 
God is almighty, all knowing, all power, why do we need to pray? 
 
As this pandemic has driven a truck through our conventional way of life, and with it 
traditional forms of church, we are forced to re-evaluate our lives and actions, our focus 
and priorities. 
 
Having just celebrated the birth of the church, where God brings His revelation into the 
hearts of everyone. This is the perfect time to think back to Jesus' great commission 
and ask what this means for us. 
 



The mission of the church is to help people see the reality of God's love in the world. 
The church exists as Jesus' body on earth to express and celebrate this. 
 
So this is a little bit of agenda setting of what I see is the simplest interpretation of 
Jesus' command to the Church. We exist to celebrate and to teach, by loving God and 
loving our neighbour. We speak ancient words and tell ancient stories, and through this 
we bring understanding to our lives as God’s beloved adopted children.  
 
As God’s adopted children we have an inheritance that frees us from the broken people 
we were. We show this freedom in our willingness to give and serve without judgement, 
exchange or reward. Through loving and serving we learn about the truth of Jesus' 
words, and guided by the Holy Spirit, our actions and experience bring life and meaning 
to the ancient words we recite. Even in our prayers God chooses to partner with us, not 
acting unilaterally, but giving us freedom so that we can arrive at the love that God 
wants for us. Freely given self sacrificial love. 
 
Therefore, to fulfill Jesus’ commission, we must go into our community to love and serve 
the Lord, in order that when we gather to worship we can do so with integrity. We must 
be a body that walks the walk of Jesus as well as talks the talk of Jesus,  
 

 
Hymn: Hear I am Lord  [BBC SoP 330] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Sunday 14 June 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
God of truth, help us to keep your law of love and to walk in ways of wisdom, 
that we may find true life in Jesus Christ your Son. 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Bright the Vision that delighted [BBC SoP 215]  
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 18.1-15 [21.1-7], Psalm 116.1, 10-17, Romans 5.1-8, Matthew 9.35-10.8 [9-23] 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 

This week we follow on from the great commission and continue to look at the agenda 
for the church. Why are we here, what should we do? 
 
In today's gospel Jesus is sending out His disciples to carry His message of freedom 
and healing to the hurt and the lost. This is the same task that we are now charged with. 
But there is an important thing that must always be remembered when we start to think 
about acting for God’s kingdom - who moves first? 
 
In the story from Genesis, generations after the flood when the people have forgotten 
about God, He again calls out a man to be the ambassador of His message to 
humanity. He calls Abram, and gives him a new name ‘Abraham’ which means father of 
many. Abraham and his newly renamed wife Sarah follow God and leave their home to 
travel to the land that God has promised them. However, this ‘father of many’ has no 
children and are both very old. When Abraham and Sarah again encounter messengers 
from God they repeat this message, this time including that Sarah will have a child very 



soon. This promise from God, this act that God is initiating in creating a people through 
this unlikely old couple is so unbelievable that Sarah bursts out laughing. Laughing at 
the outrageous nature of God’s actions. However, God is faithful to His word and soon 
Iassc is born. 
 
This is yet another picture that points forwards to the way that God behaves towards us. 
God takes outrageous action in order to make us His people. As it says in Romans, 
whilst we were still sinners, Christ died for us. We had nothing to offer God, but he 
moved to save us, even though we were His enemies. Sarah laughed at God, but still 
God acts. 
 
We must remember this in serving God and serving others, that we are not earning our 
salvation or forgiveness, God died for us already, we are as saved as saved can be. He 
sends us to show this love to others, loving maybe even before they deserve it. 
 
God is trinity, three and one, and our best description of this is a ‘circle dance’, God 
moving in constant loving motion. God invites us to join in this dance, but God was 
already moving, we just followed along. You can’t earn your salvation, and you can’t 
undo Jesus' sacrifice, you are loved, and saved in spite of yourself. So as we think 
about our commission to act in the world we must remember the order of events, we 
love because he loved us first. 
 

 
Hymn: The Servant King [BBC SoP 327] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sunday 21 June 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Faithful Creator, whose mercy never fails:  
deepen our faithfulness to you and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Firmly I believe and truly [BBC SoP 169 – tune: Stuttgart 76 A&M] 
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 21.8-21, Psalm 86.1-10, 16-end, Romans 6.1b-11, Matthew 10.24-39  
 
Thoughts for today: 
 

Last week we reflected on taking action in the world, but remembering that we are 
joining in with God's dance. We love because he loves us. 
 
With the story of Hagar and Ishmael we can see an example of what happens when we 
try to move without God. Abraham had heard God's promise, and thinking it impossible, 
decided to find his own way to bring things about. Well intentioned, but misguided, and 
without trust in God, his actions lead to jealousy, anger and potential death.  
 
But again God shows that even when we are unfaithful, He is faithful. He doesn't cause 
the hurt and pain, we are quite capable of that, but He can still act within it to show His 
coming kingdom. He is with Ishmael, the one who has been excluded even by the 
people of God, and including his inheritance of His children. 
 
Romans describes our new relationship to the world, that because of Jesus we have 
died to the world of sin, and are now alive with Christ. We may not always feel this, or 
know this about ourselves, but God is still faithful. His sacrifice didn't come once we 



sorted ourselves out. The message of the Bible is not 'God helps those who help 
themselves' but that he helps the helpless. 
 
We were all Hagar and Ishmael in the desert, born outside the promise, but brought in 
through god's grace. 
 
This is not always an easy message to hear though. To have our helplessness 
revealed, that all our good deeds are as filthy rags. This is why Jesus' message is like a 
sword, it is divisive. To some, those who know their need, it looks like life and hope. But 
to people caught up in the web of this world, it smells like death. 
 
We must pray that for each person we encounter, that we would love in such a way that 
the scent of life would be revealed, trusting in God's faithfulness, knowing that if He can 
save us, then He can save anyone. 
 

 
Hymn: To God be the glory [BBC SoP 256] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 28 June 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
God our saviour, look on this wounded world in pity and in power; 
hold us fast to your promises of peace 
won for us by your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Lead us heavenly Father, lead us [BBC SoP 299] 
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 22.1-14, Psalm 13, Romans 6.12-end , Matthew 10.40-end  
 
Thoughts for today: 
 

Who are we as the people of God? What is it to be righteous, to be justified? 
 
To be righteous is to be in right relationship with God. What does this mean? To be 
Good? Are we good, is that what we are, a bunch of ‘good’ people who are all in a club 
together? When someone approaches Jesus to insinuate this He asks them, ‘why do 
you call me good, no one is good but God alone’. This is a double edged response. The 
first implication is that Jesus Himself is God incarnated, if you are going to say that He 
is good, then you are also saying that He is God. But the second implication is that if 
God is the only one who is truly good, and we are not God, then we are not good. 
However ‘nice’ we may be, we are not God, and even our goodness or niceness may 
risk becoming an idol in our hearts as it tries to replace the position of God. 
 
And what does it mean to be justified? I have heard this described as being ‘just as if I’d 
never sinned’. But how can that be? Who among us has never sinned? We are not 
good, we are all tainted by sin. No human alive, except Jesus, has ever loved God with 
all his heart and loved his neighbour as himself. 
 



So who are we? We were slaves to sin, meaning that sin was our master and all of our 
actions were in service of this broken system. But now we are slaves to righteousness, 
meaning that we have been purchased, redeemed, like the slaves in Egypt, not by our 
own work, but by a mighty act of God. This is the relationship we now have with God. 
He has purchased us and we His death, and now we are His children. Just as God 
provided both the child Isaac and the lamb that was sacrificed in His place. 
 
This is the relationship we now have with God, our right relationship, our righteousness, 
not from our own goodness, but because of God. We were slaves to sin, but now we 
are slaves to righteousness.  
 
Again, this can be painful to some, to be indebted to God in this way, to have the 
idolatry of your own self-righteousness laid bare. But Jesus came to save sinners, and 
for that I for one thank God. 
 
So do not reject this righteousness, but welcome it into your life for the grace and truth 
that it is. Let God be God, and enjoy your place as His beloved child. 
 
Hymn: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy [BBC SoP 317] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sunday 5 July 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus 
you brought salvation to our wayward world: 
draw us into harmony with your will, that we may find all things restored in him, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Beauty for brokenness [BBC SoP 267]  
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 24.34-38, 42-49, 58-end, Psalm 45.10-end, Romans 7.15-25a, 
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end  
 
Thoughts for today: 
 

We have covered in previous weeks, the mission of the church, our status as Christians, 
and the way in which God’s actions precede ours. And all of this is a true and beautiful 
description of the reality of our lives as Christians, but the issue is that it does not 
always feel like that. To be part of the people of God is to be living in a new world, a 
new kingdom, whilst surrounded (inside and out) by the old world of sin and death. This 
is a constant struggle, as is expressed in the name Israel, the one who wrestles with 
God. 
 
The truth of our situation resonates through our old testament passage, where God 
sees us as a beloved bride, the one he has called out and longed for. But the feeling of 
struggle we have is expressed by Paul in his letter to the church in Rome, that whilst he 
longs to do good, what he finds is that he does the evil that he does not want. This is 
our struggle as broken people living in a broken world. Whatever form this may take in 
our lives, some obvious, some subtle, some rejected, others embraced - I am often 



fascinated by the sexual sins are lept on by the ‘moral’ church, but being rich 
(something condemned much more by Jesus) is almost seen as a virtue of blessing! 
 
If we are truthful about our condition then we will cry along with Paul, ‘Oh wretched 
person that I am, who will save me from this body of death? 
 
In recognizing this however, we do not lose hope, we must not lose sight of the vision 
that Paul is presenting, that it is not us, not the beloved bride of Christ, but sin living in 
us. And if we can lift our heads just enough to read on one more line Paul declares 
‘Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!’. 
 
This is the final truth, that yes we are conflicted and broken and struggling with sin, we 
have been delivered through Christ. So as Jesus says, don't let the weight of these 
struggles drag you down, don't be crushed by this yoke, but follow God in His dance, 
and you will find that the yoke of being God’s child is easy, and the burden of having 
your sins forgiven is light. 
 
Hymn: Sing of the Lord’s goodness [BBC SoP 248]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sunday 12 July 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus 
you brought salvation to our wayward world: 
draw us into harmony with your will, that we may find all things restored in him, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen 
 
Hymns: Jesus, where’er thy people meet  [BBC SoP 210]  
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 25.19-end, Psalm 119.105-112, Romans 8.1-11, Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 

In the ongoing understanding of our position of Christians and the mission of the 
Church, we now come to the reality of our position and the message of hope that we 
can share. Our helpless start and conflicted position are expressed in aspects of both 
Jacob and Esau. Easu is tricked into giving away his birthright, the blessing of God, 
placing his desires ahead of God he falls into idolatry, just as Adam did, just as we do 
again and again. We lose our place as blessed children in pursuit of a dream of 
temporary fulfilment sold to us with clever marketing and gimmicks. 
 
But then we are also like Jacob, as we run and hide from what we have done and find 
our lives consumed by deceptions as we strive for rewards that turn out to be just more 
tricks and illusions. This is the position that the devil wants for each of us, to be alone, 
angry and afraid, having lost the people we were born to be and chasing after 
everything but God. 
 
However, the devil does not have the last word, does not claim victory, because the 
story is not one that ends with anger and recrimination, but with grace and forgiveness, 



as Jacob is welcomed back into Esau's arms, as the prodigal son is greeted by a loving 
father running to meet him, so we are welcomed back by God, for now there is no 
condemnation! God has put His spirit in us, restored our status, redeemed us, adopted 
us into his inheritance. 
 
This is the joyful message that gives us hope, but is also hope for all humanity. This is 
the seed that we scatter as a Church as we hope and pray that it falls on fertile soil, that 
in people's hearts it is not rejected, but is received and allowed to grow and transform 
us. 
 
That is who we are, the story of our lives, our message and our mission as a church. 
 

 
Hymn: Love divine [BBC SoP 305] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sunday 19 July 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Creator God, you made us all in your image: 
may we discern you in all that we see, and serve you in all that we do; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn: I come with Joy, a child of God [BBC SoP 188] 
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 28.10-19a, Psalm 139.1-11, 23-24, Romans 8.12-25, Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43  
 
Thoughts for today: 
 

This week the reading from Romans is the closest to my heart as it talks about our 
adoption as children of God. This idea of our adoption by God is, I would argue, not just 
a momentary metaphor for Paul, but actually a great overarching theme for the whole 
story of the Bible, and the thing that makes this story our story. 
 
As you may know, my family has adopted two children (so far) and this has been an 
extraordinary, and rewarding journey of emotional and physical sacrifice that has greatly 
influenced my thinking. But my theology did not grow from adoption, but the adoption 
from my theology. I was writing about discipleship for my Masters as we were being 
trained for our first adoption. My focus was on how you see the world, and how this 
changes on our Christian journey, growing in our knowledge of ourselves as God sees 
us. Like Jacob’s vision of heaven and earth joined together, and the Psalms expression 
of God’s up close, all consuming love for us, we gradually grow to realise that we are 
deeply loved. 
 
But this is not the story that many of us are born with, our that we are told by the world, 
where we are only valued by our achievements, our wealth, our beauty, our popularity, 



or other superficial factors that are ultimately revealed to be ‘as chasing after the 
wind’.To be a disciple of Jesus is to take on a new story about yourself, that describes 
you as God sees you, rather than as the world sees you. 
 
We learned during our adoption training that stories are vital to self understanding and 
the overcoming of trauma and hardship in our lives. Stories are the way that we can 
make sense of these difficult events and bring them into a health and loving narrative. 
The Bible provides an ultimate story of love, sacrifice and redemption that can allow 
people to know the truth about themselves. 
 
But how can this be our story? Unless we are Jewish, then almost none of the Bible is 
actually about us. We are not even part of the people of God who He plucks from 
obscurity a promise to raise into a great nation. We are not included in the ministry of 
Jesus as he moves about on Earth, performing miracles and preaching the good news. 
We are not included until God sends His spirit, and the disciples miraculously find that 
all these people who were considered unclean, excluded, destined for destruction (us) 
had received this spirit and were included. 
 
This is what it means to be adopted by God, to be included in a family and an 
inheritance that we were not born into and did nothing to deserve, just because God 
chose to love us. This is now the story of our lives, but it can take time to recover from 
our old stories and the world we knew. 
 
Our job as a church is to live out this story, and to teach it to each new person that joins 
our family. Not looking to judge between weeds and wheat, who may be worthy and 
who is not, but to love everyone equally and to give them the time and care to grow. To 
help them recover from the trauma of a world of judgement and to tell them a story of 
unconditional love. 
 
We are adopted children of God, our job is simply to love. 
 

 
Hymn: I will sing the wondrous story [BBC SoP 150] 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Sunday 26 July 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Generous God 
You give us gifts and make them grow 
Though our faith is small as a mustard seed 
Make it grow to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Take my life  [BBC SoP 346] 
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 29:15-28, Psalm 105:1-11, Romans 8:26-end, Matthew 13:31-33,44-52  
 
Thoughts for today: 
 

This sermon series began with Jesus commissioning his followers to go into the world 
and teach people. But how can we teach what we do not know ourselves? It is vital that 
we understand our own relationship with God if we are to help others to understand 
their own. 
 
This is why it has been so helpful to read through Romans and to try and grasp the 
proper order of who we are and what we do. 
 
We have learned that we are chosen by God, loved from the very beginning, and saved 
from all our mistakes and messes, not because of our goodness, but because of God’s 
goodness. He loved us first, and from that everything flows. Our worth, our value, our 
inheritance, all flow from God’s love for us. Therefore there is no condemnation. God 
has looked at us and declared ‘not guilty’ because Jesus took it on for us. We are 
declared as God’s children, even though we were born outside his family, because 
Jesus sacrificed himself that we could be brought in.  



 
This is god's work, the dance between father, son and spirit. We are invited to join by 
His grace alone. 
 
And it is not even our own understanding that brings us in, but God's spirit that makes  
this known to us. You don't have to be clever, or to understand it all. You just need to be 
open to His spirit. 
 
This is both our identity and our message, that we are sinners saved by grace. I have 
heard the church beautifully described as  'beggars showing other beggars where the 
bread is'. 
 
So finally we are left with how? What should we do? How should we pray? But even in 
this, it is God, not us, who comes through. The spirit, god's presence with us in all 
places, that cries out, that prays for us when we are lost for words. 
 
So God loves us, He saves us, He reveals this to us, and He even speaks for us, 
guiding our lives. This is why Paul can say with such confidence that he is convinced 
that nothing can separate us from the love of God. 
 
So let us nurture this simple seed of love and truth in our hearts, that it grows into a 
great place of shelter, from which we can show it in the hearts of everyone. 
 
Hymn:  Lord for the years 333 


