


Sunday 29 November 2020 
1st Sunday of Advent 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Isaiah 64.1-9, Psalm 80.1-8, 18-20 1 Corinthians, 1.3-9 Mark 13.24-end 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
This is our first Sunday together journeying through advent and preparing for 
Christmas. This year will be unlike other years and hopefully unique in the 
challenges we will face due to our current restrictions and are in ability to gather 
together. But as we have found with our times in lockdown and with all that this 
year has given us to contemplate, there can be peace and increased 
understanding of what is truly of value from having to do things differently. 
 
We begin advent together contemplating the imminence of Christ's arrival but 
also the unknown time of his coming again. We think about the hundreds of 
years of silence that the people of God experienced in between the last words 
from the prophets and the proclamation of John the Baptist to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. What dark times these must have seemed with the temple 
abandoned and the Romans controlling their every move, a time without freedom 
or peace but not completely without hope. 
 



We can compare these times in our own lives when God has felt absent or 
distant, when it has been hard to discern what his desire is in hardship of life, in 
the struggles that we face.  
 
Not everything in the Bible is necessarily a parallel of our life experiences. But it 
is possible to draw parallels with this time of God's silence and the lenten like 
wilderness time of lockdown. And even further, to find parallels in the times of our 
lives where it may seem like God is entirely absent. Times of grief, or sorrow, 
suffering or pain. 
 
Some people try to read the Bible, not as a parallel to their lives, or a past 
journey, but as a guide to the future. There seem to have been so many attempts 
to predict the end of days, not least during this very difficult year, that I am 
amazed that people still attempt to do it. Particularly as Jesus clearly says that 
this is not something we can know.  
 
But with all these things I have to ask the all important 'so what' question. What 
difference does it make if you know that Jesus is coming soon. What is it that you 
might do because of that knowledge that you aren't already doing? 
 
My question would really be, if you think you should be doing something, then 
why not just get on and do it? 
 
As Christians, we have a life of expectation and hope, but we don't need to wait 
to be followers of Jesus. We know all that we need, that we are loved and saved, 
in order for us to share this message of joy with the world. 
 
 
Post Communion 
 
O Lord our God, 
 
make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 



Sunday 6 December 2020 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
 
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. 
 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
 
Isaiah 40.1-11, Psalm 85.1-2, 8-13, 2 Peter 3.8-15a, Mark 1.1-8 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
This week we continue our theme of anticipation. The whole of life, and the goal 
of life is about reconciliation with God, about life with God, uninterrupted. 
 
The journey of advent is the journey from longing and estrangement, to unity and 
fulfillment. 
 
John the Baptist appears in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance. 
This just means turning to God and at the same time turning away from what is 
not God. 
 
This is the question that Jesus' birth brings, this 'God with us' moment. Do you 
really want this? Do you really want a relationship with God where you are no 
longer in charge? Because this is what it means to turn to God. 
 



This is a question that we must all face, both individually, and as a church. If we 
are going to follow God, to prepare the way for ourselves and others, then are we 
prepared to turn away from everything that is not God? Turn from things that may 
cause these little ones to stumble? To draw people to a message of love, to 
teach and baptize? 
 
This may mean the laying down of much of our religion, just as it did for the 
Jews. It may mean being associated with unsavoury types, with noise and 
disruption and mess. There will always be a struggle in this, just as there was for 
the religious leaders and those in power in Jesus day. 
 
If your life and security come from gods of your own making, or trying to be God 
yourself, then the arrival of God can be unsettling to say the least. 
 
What we must do to prepare the way for Jesus is to let go and turn to Him for all 
that gives us life. 
 
 
Post Communion 
 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 13 December 2020 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-end, Psalm 126, 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24, John 1.6-8, 19-28 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
This week, as anticipation for Christmas builds, we think about the words of John 
the Baptist. His voice, crying out in the wilderness, his warnings and rebukes for 
all those who had turned away from their God. But most importantly, his own 
sense of anticipation. 
 
John the Baptist is the last of the great prophets from the old testament, the 
overlap. He represents the end of God's long silence and the dawning of a new 
age, when the anticipation of God being with us is finally fulfilled. 
 
If you can imagine that there had never been a Christmas before, this great time 
of sharing and rejoicing and celebration and love. Imagine that this was 
something unknown in the world. The old testament prophets were like people 
who had caught a glimpse of this amazing day, writing and speaking, trying to get 
people to prepare. Something is coming, they shout, get ready, it's going to be 
amazing, stop worrying about all this other stuff. 



 
They are all like the little reminders we get, a smell, a taste, a crispness in the air 
maybe, that gets us feeling that Christmas is coming. 
 
John the Baptist is then like the only person who actually knows what Christmas 
is. He knows it's almost here and just can't contain his excitement.  
 
The people want to know why he is doing all of this, is he someone special. But 
John is explaining that this is not about him, but about an event that will refine 
everything. 
 
And this is what Christmas is, both when we are children as the very definition of 
excitement and anticipation. But even more so as Christians when this event of 
God with us becomes the very centre of all that we are. 
 
 
Post Communion 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 20 December 2020 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
2 Samuel 7.1-11,16, Romans 16.25-end, Luke 1.26-38 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
The dwelling place of God is a constant theme in the background of the Old 
Testament. From the very outset it is possible to read the creation narrative 
against other creation stories, as God creating the earth as a temple for Himself, 
with the seventh day as Him resting, taking up residency, in this temple He has 
created. Our attempt to become like God is what causes us to be removed from 
His perfect creation 
 
It can be seen therefore that the whole of Creation is God’s temple, but we no 
longer feel it because we have been separated from Him. The Journey of the 
people of God through the Old Testament is then a time of preparation for this 
reconnection, as we strive to persuade God to dwell with us, not realizing that He 
is already in His temple, and it is us who are not yet ready.  
 
The God that journeys with them is wild and free, unwilling to be constrained by 
our systems and symbols, living in a tent in the desert, resisting both kings and 
temples as tools of control and oppression. This is because God knows that 



these things are as dangerous to us as the fruit in the garden, templing us to 
think we are the holders of power and judgement. 
 
But in His beautiful and poetic action, God roles up all our broken thoughts and 
ways, He brings us back to his presence by becoming us, by making the king 
and the temple and all our other symbols of power subservient to the weakness 
and frailty of a child. And to break the hold of this power, there is no man 
involved in this creation. No patriarchal claim to power or privilege. It is the 
courage of one young girl to acknowledge the will of God that marks our return to 
God’s presence. 
 
Before this act, no king or ruler or authority can stand, because all of their 
trappings of power now look like gaudy weakness in the face of a humble mother 
and child who bring temple, kingship and unity between people and God. 
 
 
Post Communion 
 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us your servants with your grace,  
that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday 24 December 2020 
Christmas Eve 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Eternal God, in the stillness of the night you sent your almighty Word 
To pierce the world’s darkness with the light of salvation: 
Give to the earth the peace that we long for and fill our hearts with the joy heaven 
Through our saviour, Jesus Christ 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Isaiah 9.2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14 
 
Thoughts for today: 

 
We are now right on the edge, right on the verge of Christmas, so close you can 
almost touch it. This is the moment when darkness surrounds us, when a world 
longing for God holds its breath in anticipation. This is the prophetic feeling of the 
closeness of God, whilst still feeling the tangible pain of His continued absence. 
 
This is the moment when we reflect on the metaphor of darkness and light. That 
the world without God is a world that is staring into its own shadow, unable to 
look up, unable to see the light that God is shining. 
 
The moment of Jesus entering the world is the moment when this light 
penetrates our darkness. When God steps into our path and a point of light and 
begins to lift our heads, to turn our eyes away from the shadows. This is when 
we celebrate the moment where God comes into our world and draws us to 
himself, when the light drives out the darkness and we can catch sight of our 
salvation. 
 



The journey is not over, it is really just beginning, but the arrival of the light of the 
world is the moment when our longing turns to Joyful celebration. This is what 
Christmas is all about. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 27 December 2020 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Merciful Lord, cast your bright beams of light upon the Church: 
that, being enlightened by the teaching 
of your blessed apostle and evangelist Saint John, 
we may so walk in the light of your truth 
that we may at last attain to the light of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Exodus 33.7-11a, 1 John 1, John 21.19b-end 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
When John begins to write about Jesus, the first metaphor he uses is light and 
darkness. This powerful imagery expresses something deep and profound about 
Jesus' presence in the world. To think about Jesus' presence in the world as light 
is to think about the source of all life, as people used to worship the sun as the 
bringer of life in the world. It is to think about Him as the source of all colour, that 
his pure light carries all the colours of the spectrum that make up both the world 
we see, and also the unseen world beyond our perceptions. To think about Jesus 
as light is to know Him as the one who makes the world habitable, intelligible, 
bringing safety and warmth, comfort and beauty. 
 
To understand Jesus’ presence as light in this way is then also to begin to 
understand darkness. Darkness is not something in itself, not a power or a force 



in its own right. A world of darkness can seem hopeless, fearful, lost, cold, alien 
and inhospitable, a place of death where humans are now welcome. But 
darkness only exists in the absence of light. As soon as light comes into the 
world, darkness is banished from everything it touches, like the sun rising on the 
horizon. A world in darkness begins to be transformed as the darkness breaks 
into shadows and retreats until none remains. 
 
In this understanding, God’s long silence is the darkest part of the night, and 
Jesus' birth is the dawn. ‘In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.’  
 
And this is the same with what could be called our ‘darkness’, the parts of our 
lives where God has not yet reached, because we have not let Him in. It’s not 
that God does not already know, but that He waits to work with us and through us 
for love to be free. But as we share our lives with God, the life we were given by 
Him in the first place, as we confess our lives to God, we are forgiven. The 
darkness disappears as soon as the light touches it. 
 
This is what it is to have God with us, to see Him face to face, to know him as a 
friend, is to let this light permeate our whole being until we are children of the 
light. 
 
There are countless things that Jesus does with His life, His miracles, His 
Stories. But at its root Jesus' birth is the dawn of light into the darkness of our 
world. 
 
 
 
Post Communion 
 
Grant, O Lord, we pray, that the Word made flesh 
proclaimed by your apostle John 
may, by the celebration of these holy mysteries, 
ever abide and live within us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 3 January 2021  
2nd Sunday of Christmas 
 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
God our Father, in love you sent your Son 
that the world may have life: 
lead us to seek him among the outcast 
and to find him in those in need, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Jeremiah 31.7-14, Ephesians 1.3-14, John 1.[1-9] 10-18 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
This Sunday, as we begin a new year together, I would like to take a moment to 
set out my theological agenda a bit again. These passages that talk about being 
children of God and our adoption through Jesus are, for me, some of the most 
significant for our understanding of what it is to be a Christian. 
 
Whilst these themes are articulated most clearly in Paul's letters, I believe that 
they can be seen flowing through both the old and new testaments. In fact I 
believe that the whole narrative arch of the Bible is best understood through the 
lense of God's desire to make us His children. 
 
Using this as a starting point, it is my opinion that a few important revelations can 
be drawn through the application of adoption psychology to the Christian 
'journey'. 
 



Life story - The first important note is to understand the importance of narrative in 
our understanding of ourselves and our place in the world. If we don't have a 
coherent story that allows us to make sense of the events in our lives then we 
become fragmented, unable to process. It is stories that allow us to explain the 
world and when these stories break down it can result in anxiety, stress and 
trauma. Our adoption by God brings with the whole biblical narrative as our life 
story. This narrative can be the foundation of a new sell understanding that 
allows us to know we are loved and not reliant on our own efforts to save 
ourselves. 
 
Learning from Children - This new self understanding frames us as God's 
children. This allows us to better understand Jesus' own teaching about children. 
When there are children in Jesus presence it is the instinct of His disciples to 
shoo them away so as not to disturb him. However Jesus not only encouraged 
the children to gather round Him, but actually told his followers to also be like 
children. He cautioned them not to cause these little ones to stumble. Our 
churches are in real danger of becoming places where we have chased away all 
the children. Where we cause children and families to stumble in their faith by not 
embracing them, but making their noise and disruption seem out of place and 
incompatible with our worship. And worst of all we may actually reverse Jesus' 
teaching, trying to turn Children into little adults, rather than the adults becoming 
like children.  
 
Our worship as God's family must follow Jesus in gathering the children to Him, 
with all the mess and noise this may entail, so that we may learn from them how 
to worship freely, with playfulness, acceptance, curiosity and empathy. 
 
The church as family - we must understand ourselves not only as God's adopted 
children, but also as the church, as the body of Christ we are the adopting family 
whose role is to adopt and love other lost children who are brought to our door.  
 
The aim of the family is to minimize the trauma for those they are adopting in. In 
the world this may mean cooking frozen potato shapes, it may mean changing 
washing powder to bring familiar smells, it may mean filling your cupboard with 
50 boxes of Weetabix just to show that we will never go hungry. 
 



In the context of Sunday worship this may mean letting go of some of our 
precious values relating to conduct and propriety - the comic cultural example 
being offering Red Bull or Relentless at the end of the service rather than coffee - 
it would in no way affect the liturgy, but it seems antithetical to the 'normal church 
culture'. But what would you be willing to lay down in order to show love? 
 
Growing out of this is also a desire to cater for the families that are not yet 
coming to church. These may be families who do not have experience of church 
or 'appropriate church behavior'. Therefore coming to an environment that 
already seems somewhat chaotic and where there are already children playing 
freely and adults engaging in a variety of different worship styles can be less 
intimidating. 
 
Discipleship in this context would not be the church disciplining new members 
into correct behavior, but the discipline of a family maintaining love, compassion 
and empathy when these are challenged and stretched by new 'unchurched' 
people coming in. 
 
We must be pointing to Jesus through our actions and relationships, living and 
telling the story, for 'everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another' 
 
Post Communion 
 
All praise to you, 
almighty God and heavenly king, 
who sent your Son into the world 
to take our nature upon him 
and to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that, as we are born again in him, 
so he may continually dwell in us 
and reign on earth as he reigns in heaven, 
now and for ever. 
 

 
 
 
 



Sunday 10 January 2021 
Baptism of Christ (Epiphany 1) 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 
may we recognize him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 1.1-5, Psalm 29, Acts 19.1-7, Mark 1.4-11 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
The saviour has been born. Emmanuel, God with us - Jesus is born, and this 
journey of God living as a human being begins. And we as a church continue to 
follow Him and to try and grasp the incredible nature of this relationship. This is 
the time of epiphany. This is the great revelation as each of the people who 
encountered Jesus and began to catch a glimpse of the scandalous extent of 
god's plan. 
 
There were people who had ideas, notions, who had caught these glimpses of 
light. The prophets of the old testament, who drew in the notions of kings and 
shepherds, of ransom and redemption. The wise men who followed the stars and 
could see that something momentous was coming, Zechariah and Elizabeth who 
saw that both their child and Mary’s would play a great part in God’s work. And 
then their son John, the last of the prophets who we find here in the wilderness of 
judea. He is living wild, eating off the land and preaching a crazy, fierce message 
of repentance 



 
Now we have a lot of churchie words so far. So let me just stop and decode a bit. 
 
Epiphany = is when you suddenly realize something 
 
Redemption = is getting something back by clearing a debt 
 
Prophets = people who are inspired by God to speak his words 
 
Repentance = means to turn - to turn from evil and towards good. To turn 
towards God. 
 
So here is John, wild in the wilderness telling people to turn to God, and with 
crowds of people coming out to see him and accept this offer of Baptism. 
 
This is another distinctly churchie word, and one that has many meanings linked 
to Jesus own baptism, but obviously at this point that has not happened, and this 
is not something that is described in the earlier parts of the bible, so this is a new 
thing that God is doing through John here. The origins are not completely certain, 
but the best theory is that it was a version of the ceremonial washing that an 
outsider, a gentile, would go through when they were joining the jewish people. 
This was a symbolic rebirth into the people of God. 
 
Now you need to look at all this and try to imagine the spirit of the time. Why 
would crowds of people be willing to travel out into the desert to listen to a hairy 
man wearing camel skin? And why would they be keen to accept being re-born 
into a religion that they were already in? 
 
This is because things were not right, and people knew it. These were a people 
with a story - muslims used to refer to Christians as the people of the book. They 
were a people with a history that described their origins in God’s plan, their great 
moments of being saved by Him, and their times of wealth and triumph. But this 
was no airbrushed history of the victors. It also described their continual failure to 
follow God, His warnings and tellings off, and their eventual loss and being 
conquered by one nation after another. And it wasn't just John saying we need a 
way out of this. There were lots of groups who were proposing other ways, 
maybe through armed resistance, through cooperation with the roman’s to 



rebuild God’s temple, or through ever stricter keeping of the old laws and rules. 
But nothing seemed to be working. 
 
And just like the season of advent showed us, people were waiting and longing to 
be saved by God. And John comes with something new - not a way back, where 
we try to rebuild our former glory, we try to correct our mistakes with a second, 
third, or one hundredth chance at being the generation that doesn't mess it up. 
But a way forward, where we come to God like outsiders and join his family as 
people grafted in, without sin, we turn away from all our plans and schemes and 
we place ourselves in God’s hands. 
 
And this, in fact, is the moment God had been building towards. You see, 
throughout this great book, this love story, telling God’s plan to save his creation, 
there was only ever going to be one way of winning us back, of redeeming us. 
This great plan, conceivably for Israel, god’s people, conceivably represented by 
their high priest, or by their king, was only ever going to be brought to its 
completion by God himself, becoming human and doing it for us. 
 
 
There are three great scandals to grasp here. The first is the scandal of 
impotence, the realisation that what is required of you, and of me, not just back 
then, but always, is to be perfect, as God is perfect. An impossible demand, but 
as people who were made in His image, made to project His love into the world, 
made to be outposts of God’s kingdom on earth, why should we expect anything 
less? 
 
I think this was the issue that John had with those other religious leaders who 
came to see him in the desert. They were interested in his teaching, but would 
not humble themselves in a way that takes control out of their hands. That is the 
first scandal. That you really couldn't do it, and in order to accept God’s help you 
have to admit that you are helpless. 
 
The second scandal then follows from this. The scandal of substitution. That 
God becomes us, becomes human, takes your place, even to the extent that he 
asks John to baptise him, God gets washed as an unclean outsider who wants to 
be grafted in. Just imagine this kind of substitution in any other context. 
Imagining the school sports day, where it’s clear that your reception age child is 



no good at running, so their dad takes their place! It is a scandal, it’s not fair that 
a kid might be hopeless, but it’s totally unfair for that kind of swap. For God to 
come and live perfectly in your place. Maybe the devil should cry foul, when he 
thought it was all sewn up, and then God steps on the field as part of the human 
team and suddenly we can't lose. It's outrageous. 
 
And finally there is the scandal of innocence. That with God having taken our 
place, we get to do what He did, in the light of what he did. That our baptism, our 
worship, our communion, our life as a church, is not just a turning towards God, 
but is an actual participation in the Life, the death and the resurrection of Jesus. 
God joining the team does not kick us all off. But we are all included in this 
amazing victory. 
 
It's ridiculous. This is no way to run a religion. There is no 12 step plan, no five 
pillars, Jesus paid it all, so you can be free. So try to hold onto this epiphany. 
This big idea, you are free, it is finished, and every Sunday we celebrate what 
God has done. 
 
Post Communion 
 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 17 January 2021 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
Eternal Lord, 
our beginning and our end: 
bring us with the whole creation 
to your glory, hidden through past ages 
and made known 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
1 Samuel 3.1-10 [11-20], Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18, Revelation 5.1-10, John 1.43-end 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
Having spent last Sunday setting out my theological stall about our adoption in 
Christ, we should just reflect again on the freedom that we have because of 
Jesus. 
 
Our old testament passage this week is the calling of the great prophet Samuel, 
when he was just a child. Samuel was born as after his mother prayed at the 
temple, and she offered him as a servant to the priests. One night God comes to 
Samuel in a dream and calls him. At this point in the Old Testament it is a bit like 
today, that whilst there are churches and priests, it is rare for God to actually 
speak. 
 
When Samuel hears the voice calling his name it doesn't even occur to him that it 
could be God. He goes to see the priest, thinking that it must have been him 
calling. 
 



I don't know if you have had a moment like this in your journey with God. Not 
everyone does. But this is a moment where God intrudes into Samuel's life. It is 
the exact opposite of what a religion would be. Religion can be regarded as a 
banner or a heading for a category of which Christianity is a type, along with 
many others. We, as potential believers, can assess the merits of their creeds 
and ideas about the world, and then judiciously choose where to place our faith. 
 
But God, and therefore Christianity, does not work like that. Ours is a faith 
initiated and sustained by God. It's not a case of our choosing the beliefs that 
most suit our view of the world, but of God intruding into our lives and calling us 
to follow Him. Our reaction to this may differ from time to time, person to person, 
as may our ability to recognise His voice. These are things that we can work on 
over time, training our reactions, to begin to think and see it in terms of angels 
ascending and descending, of the spiritual reality we now occupy. 
 
At its heart, Christianity is not dependent on us and our discernment, but about 
faith and hope in a God who, motivated by love, initiates a relationship with His 
lost children. This is the recognition of God coming to us in Jesus, and the 
anticipation of His saving of us on the cross. 
 
Post Communion 
 
God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 24 January 2021 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: 18–25 January 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
God of all mercy, 
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 
release to the captives, 
and freedom to the oppressed: 
anoint us with your Holy Spirit 
and set all your people free 
to praise you in Christ our Lord 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 14.17-20, Psalm 128, Revelation 19.6-10, John 2.1-11 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
The theme of a wedding feast is another of the great recurring metaphors that is 
used in the Bible, along with our being like a bride and Jesus being like a 
bridegroom. Without trying to stretch or over analyse this metaphor, this imagery 
is all about a relationship of love. A wedding, and a wedding feast are both 
celebrations of love, and convey the sense of how God loves us and the extent of 
His passion.  
 
The sharing of food and wine is then embedded at the heart of the Christian faith 
as something that reminds us of this passion, looks ahead to our union with God, 
and expresses our unity with each other. This act of communion is the 
celebration of the church as the ‘body’, one body as we share one bread. 
 



I feel that the painful and destructive history of division in the Church is a sad 
reflection of our broken human nature, and a telling sign of our need for a God 
who saves us in spite of our shortcomings. The need for a week of prayer for 
Christian unity is a beautiful but tragic marking of our fractured nature. 
 
This week let us pray for love and peace, but particularly for a time when prayer 
for Christian unity will be unnecessary because we will be united with Christ, and 
people shall know we are Christians by our love for one another. 
 
Post Communion 
 
Almighty Father, 
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 
may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 31 January 2021 
4th Sunday of Epiphany 
 
Greeting: 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
Gathering Prayer: 
 
God of heaven, 
you send the gospel to the ends of the earth 
and your messengers to every nation: 
send your Holy Spirit to transform us 
by the good news of everlasting life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
Readings: 
 
Deuteronomy 18.15-20, Psalm 111, Revelation 12.1-5a, Mark 1.21-28 
 
 
Thoughts for today: 
 
 
This week is a final note on religion. Our faith is in a God who has intruded into 
our world and into our lives. Our faith is a response to this action from God, and 
is itself a gift from God. 
 
The words of the prophets come throughout the Bible as part of this intrusion. To 
hear the voice of a prophet is often unsettling, unnerving, and can seem like too 
much work. A voice that calls for action, when comfort is available. A voice that 
calls for sacrifice when indulge is on offer. This is the outcome of a faith in an 
intrusive God. 
 
Jesus is the sum of all things, the drawing together of all of the themes of the old 
testament. He is the king of kings, the true high priest, and he is the ultimate 
prophet. When people hear him speak they are amazed because he speaks with 



authority. He is able to redefine and re-express everything that the people of God 
thought they understood about the world. 
 
He speaks with this authority because he is the author, the one who is the living 
word of God. This is God fully intruding into the world of humanity and so 
redeeming it. Taking our salvation out of or hands as both the author and 
perfector of our faith. 
 
This faith can generate religion, practices and rituals that can help to express and 
reinforce our faith and understanding. But we must be cautious not to mistake 
our religion for the faith in God's action. Faith needs to be supple, agile, able to 
follow God. Religion has a tendency to strengthen until things ossify, like bone. 
 
And like bone, when an intrusive force acts upon it, it can painfully break. It is the 
greatest irony that religion can become resistance to God. Making hearing a 
prophet uncomfortable, but making being a prophet life threatening. 
 
Let us always remember that our faith is in a God who saved us, His action is the 
source of our faith. We must pray that we continue to listen to His voice and to 
follow His son. We must not shy away from discomfort or sacrifice, because it is 
through this that God draws us, not into religion, but further into dynamic 
relationship with Him. 
 
Post Communion 
 
Generous Lord, 
in word and eucharist we have proclaimed the mystery of your love: 
help us so to live out our days 
that we may be signs of your wonders in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 


